


• MHS Students’ Design Concepts for Historic Lackawanna Plaza 

• Presentaion about Montclair High School (MHS) students transforming the 
century-old Lackawanna Plaza property and former train station site into a 
vibrant community space. 

• Forty Montclair High School students participated in the Business and 
Entrepreneurial Learning Academy (BELA) this past summer. The program 
involves Montclair State University’s Feliciano Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation, the MIX Lab and Montclair High School. The students 
devised strategies for redeveloping the plaza. Also, the students, advised 
by several MSU professors, met with Brian Stolar, who is founder, 
president and CEO of The Pinnacle Companies, to get a sense of the 
company’s plans for the Lackawanna Plaza site which will be anchored by a 
supermarket.





• The Montclair High School students, under the direction of Professor Kevin 
Richfield and MSU professors Iain Kerr and Jason Frasco, did an amazing 
job in re-designing Lackawanna Plaza and preserving structural elements 
of the former train station. The projects seem like a wish list of great 
features. Surprisingly, their schemes showed how the business plan could 
generate more profit for the developer if the designs were more 
community conscious and respectful of the existing conditions. All projects 
re-purposed the landmarked train structure into a shopping center while 
adding public spaces with cool, modern design elements like glass and 
concrete forms, bonfire seating areas, butterfly gardens, green spaces and 
exposed natural waterways. 






























































































































































































